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cribriform plate forms the roof of the organ of smell in
the corresponding division of the nasal cavity, determin-
ing by its breadth the width of the crevice in which the
organ is situated.

The construction which we have thus described as
that of the bony framework of the nasal cavity, will be
found to harmonize perfectly with the relation between
the air-passage and the organ of smell, to which we have
already alluded. We have, namely, only to prolong the
lower edge of the inner surface of the lateral mass of the
ethmoid (the middle turbinated bone), and we shall
obtain the thin tongue-like wall of division between the
upper portion of the air-passage and the lower part of
the organ of smell, which has already been mentioned.

The External Nose.

We see from this sketch of the bony framework of
the nasal cavity, which we shall presently make more
complete, the importance of the bony case to the
cavity, giving as it does the characteristic conformation
to the air-passage, and setting aside a special chamber
for the organ of smell; nevertheless, the walls of the
nasal cavity do not entirely consist of this bony founda-
tion, but are provided with an external prolongation of
such a form that the whole of the pear-shaped orifice is
closed, and the entrance to the nasal cavity confined to
the comparatively small openings of the two nostrils.
This prolongation affects the side walls as well as the
septum, and is partly produced by plates of cartilage,
partly by the external skin. The result of the combina-
tion is the external nose.

The cartilages of the external nose are of two different
kinds, which differ materially from each other. The